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OECD/DAC? guidelines. The Board is also engaged in development
cooperation activities based on Swedish government bilateral results strategies,
which are fully funded by Sida®. In addition to this, the Board, through the Open
Trade Gate Sweden’, supports companies in developing countries with
information about rules and requirements for exporting to Sweden and the EU.

1.2 Results framework developed by the National Board
of Trade

To ensure that the Board remains a learning organisation, a results framework
was developed in 2016. The framework integrates change theory in the Board’s
development cooperation and identifies individual and institutional capacity
development as the means to reach the targeted long-term objectives. The
results framework is an internal instrument which ensures Results-based
management (RBM) and contains templates for risk assessment and evaluation.
In addition to contributing to continuous improvements the results framework
ensures that the Board defines targets, expected results and indicators for the
program for development cooperation, as visualised below®.

’ The DAC Guidelines on Strategies for Sustainable Development aim to provide guidance for development
cooperation agencies in their efforts to assist developing countries towards sustainable development. They
should also be of value to policy-makers, planners and development practitioners, as well as to academics,
students and development analysts in all countries. Please see http://www.oecd.org/dac/environment-
development/strategiesforsustainabledevelopment.htm for more information.

® The bilateral cooperation between the Board and Liberia (ongoing) is one example.

7 OTGS provide information on the official rules, procedures and technical requirements that apply to exports
to Sweden to facilitate trade and increase exports from developing countries. The OTGS has separate funding
amounting to 5.5 MSEK.

8 The results framework of the National Board of Trade collaboration with developing countries 2015/01943.
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The main target groups for development cooperation are ministries and public
bodies in developing countries with a similar scope of work and tasks to the
Board. Other target groups can be other ministries, organisations, the private
sector and, in relevant cases, institutions for higher education and training.

The Board mainly contributes with its own experts but also involves other
public bodies’ and organisations. Partnering on equal terms in consortia is still
limited but could possibly increase as requests to address more general

challenges of public administration in developing countries initiate larger and

more complex projects.

1.3 The need to evaluate TBT-related technical

assistance

While the Board has been engaged in trade-related development cooperation for

ten years, covering various topics within its mandate of international trade and
trade policy, the Board notes a change in TBT-specific requests.

In the past, the requests for TBT-related technical assistance tended to be
focused primarily on training to support the implementation of the TBT
Agreement on national level. The Board has since noticed a development
towards more requests in a multitude of TBT-related areas. Some of the current

requests to the Board include organisational development, working processes

within an administration, technical
harmonisation efforts, and support in
interpreting capacity needs to implement
regulatory provisions in a free trade
agreement. All in all, requests are more
comprehensive today and the Board sees
a need to integrate the aspects of good
governance and sustainable development
in TBT-specific activities in order to
ensure successful outcomes.

Another challenge observed by the Board
is that many TBT- related projects within
development cooperation are to a larger
extent comprehensive and regional
projects, rather than bilateral. These
types of projects create challenges to
accommodate the needs of several

Technical Barriers to Trade (TBT)

Technical Barriers to Trade are technical
requirements on products that in certain
circumstances can result in unnecessary obstacles
to international trade, such as requirements on
labelling, certification, packaging, functionality and
quality. The preparation, adoption and
implementation of technical requirements are
regulated by the WTO Agreement on Technical
Barriers to Trade (TBT Agreement). The aim of the
TBT Agreement is to ensure that product
requirements and procedures used to assess
compliance with those requirements do not create
unnecessary obstacles to international trade. Three
types of product requirements are relevant when
analysing TBTs. These are also an integral part of
the TBT Agreement.

% For example the National Board of Trade has co-operated with the Swedish Board for Accreditation and
Conformity Assessment (Swedac), Ministry for Foreign Affairs and the Swedish Better Regulation Council.



